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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Levredge-Smithers house is a handsome two story frame
structure, three bays wide and one deep with three additions to
the east, two, two, and one story in height. It is constructed
upon a stone foundation and the walls are covered with ersatz
brick. The entrance with three pane transom is located on the
north side of the west facade. Beside it are two long 1/1 sash
windows reaching nearly to the floor. These windows are longer
than originally and bear a plain trim, whereas, the window trim
above is original, like the Smithers house. The sashes have
also been reworked for 1/1 sash. The roof is covered with grey
asphalt shingles and the box cornice contains the gutter. On
the south side of the apex of the roof is a brick chimney partially
stuccoed. The cornice and barge boards appear to be original.

A porch across the facade is very plain, however, its south
post appears original with brackets and trim removed. Against the
building is a scrolled bracket, the only one remaining from the
former Italianate porch facia. It still possesses a wood floor.

There is a leanto on the north side of the wings, partially
enclosed.

The building was originally covered with wood weatherboard,
the sash were 6/6 as indicated above and there were paneled and
louvered shutters on the first and second storys respectively.

The porch had brackets around the facia as seen adjacent the house
and there was probably a balustrade of pierced splats.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Levredge-Smithers House is important as an example of resi-
dential building of the 1840's or early 1850's. It's influence is
chiefly the vernacular although, the scrolled cornice of the porch
would indicate a touch of the Italianate style.

About 1848, Sarah Beaston had this house built and she and her
heirs lived here for twenty years. Thomas Cleaver, Canal Superinten-
dent, bought the house for $1,000.00 in 1866 and lived here until
he moved into the larger house on the southeast corner of Bohemia
Avenue and Third Street. John Smithers and Emiline, his wife, lived
here from 1869 until 1878 when John M Reed bought the property.

Mr. Reed was a well krown storekeeper in Chesapeake City, having
his business in the neat white building at the southwest corner of
Bohemia Avenue and Front Street, where he served townspeople and
Canal people alike.

Before the 1920's this house was rented as a Methodist Parsonage,
then the Peaper family came into ownership. Mr. William Peaper was
an engineer on the Wilson Line Steamer.

The house has significance as the home of Canal men in the
nineteenth century.
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South Chesapeake City Historic District Commission
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE

c/o Town Counsil of Chesapeake City (301) 885-5298
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Chesapeake City Maryland 21915

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.
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